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Hotel New Otani,

Tokyo, Japan
Why we ® it:'Great facilities; great
location; great prices’is what we tell
friends looking for digsinthe capital
about Otani.It's got streetcredtoo: the
hotel (aretro‘'60s structure) starred
inthe James Bondfilm You OnlyLive
Twice. The location, in central Akasaka,
isprime, yetspaciousrooms with huge
beds startataridiculously good-value
£141. There's alandscaped traditional
garden, 41bars andrestaurants (yes,
really), and one tower has posh
‘club-level’ roomsthatinclude all-day
Pierre Hermé pastries and champagne
ontap (fromaveryfair £294).
Editor’s tip: Youneed to decide the wing
youwantto stayinbefore booking.
Choose Zenforafancy stay, Garden
Tower forthebest city views, orthe
Main forthe lowest prices. Doubles
from £141,room-only (newotani.co.jp).

? AnantaraLayan-Phuket
Resort, Thailand

Why we ® it: Phuket's cheap-
package-crowdtradeis only part of

the story.Helpingtelltheisland's
lesser-known, luxury taleis thisremote
retreat, sprinkled among dense palms
onthe coastal slopes of anational park.
There'satmosphereineventhe
simplestoftherooms, suites andvillas,
some of which wrap around private

pools, allshadedinteak-and-
nature-tones. Toppingthebillare

15 ‘residences’ — glass-pavilion
retreats made forhoneymooners
andrecluses, withvastpoolsand
terraces litmagically by pinprick lights.
Editor’s tip: This verdant, wild northern
partoftheislandbegstobe explored —
somake aday of it, takinginthe (100%
ethical) Phuket Elephant Sanctuary
(phuketelephantsanctuary.org),
asort-of retirementhome for
pachydermsyou canwanderamong.
Doubles from £150, room-only
(anantara.com).

Wild Coast Tented Lodge,

Yala National Park, SriLanka
Why we ® it:It's arare adventure when
your safarisleepoveris as thrilling as
the wild animals on your game drive (in
Yala, thatmeans leopards, elephants,
crocs, monkeys and more). Butthese 28
canvas cocoons ontheIndian Ocean —
some with private pools, others with
cooladd-onpodsforchildren — dothe
trick. Youmightcallthem‘dangerously
luxurious’, which equates to four-poster
beds, clawfoot coppertubsandsunset
G&Tsonthebeach, butthere'snoroom
service after10pm —becauseit'stoo
dicey forthe waiterto venture outside.
Editor’s tip: Each cocoonis all-inclusive,
even of the posh minibar and daily
laundry. Alsoincorporatedis a daily

Safaribythe sea:
below, Wild Coast
Tented Lodge, Sri
Lanka. Opposite,
clockwise from
top left, taking
adipat Anantara
Layan-Phuket
Resort; Ahilyaby
theSeainGoa;
thehigh-glamand
low-key Coco
BoduHithiinthe
Maldives;thelobby
inHongKong's
Hotellcon
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gamedrive, and since everyone stays
two nights minimum, be suretotry each
of thetwo drives (7amand 3pm), evenif
youlove alie-in. They have dramatically
different climate, lightand sightings.
Cocoons sleepingtwo adults and

two children from £368, all-inclusive
(resplendentceylon.com/wild
coastlodge-yala).

ﬂ The PuLi, Shanghai, China
Why we ® it:It's a great-looking
independentdesignhotelinacity prone
toblandbigbrands. Thelobby'sa
beauty, its polishedblack tiles reflecting
parades of giantcandles. Thebaris
aminimalistwonderinteak, stretched
alongawall of floor-to-ceiling
windows. The scene-y Sunday brunch
upstairs atPhénixis pricey at £80, but
forthatyou getpancakes, slidersetal,
with free-flowing champagne (it's half
the priceif youdon'tdrink). Thereal
starthoughisthe spa, particularly
the temple-tranquil slab of apool,
overlookingleafy Jing'/AnPark.
Editor’s tip: Slip outforanearly walk
roundthe park,anunderrated city
sightwhereyou'llseetai-chiregulars
twirlingthroughtheirmorningroutine
— the definitive Shanghaimoment.
Doubles from £178, B&B (thepuli.com).

Ahilyaby the Sea,

Goa, India
Why we ® it: Goa canbe for grown-
ups, andthis elegantnine-roomescape
isthe proof.It'saramblingformer
dowager'shome fringed withheavy
vegetation, across the broad Mandovi
estuary from the state capital, Panjim.
Thebeachisaworkingone, of gaudy
fishingboats with saintly Portuguese
names painted ontheir prows. You'll
swiminone of Ahilya's two dark-stone
pools, which blaze with sunsetlight
before atmospheric pre-prandials.
Silentliving areas of watchful antiques
(Burmese string puppets, praying
statues) lead youto alfresco, candlelit
seafooddinnersbeneathabanyantree.
Editor’s tip: Overlooked Panjimis worth
addingto your Goaitinerary. Awander
throughits cobbled Portuguese
colonial quarter, Fontainhas — chatting
withlocals running curiosity cafes
and shops — affords arareinsightinto
Indianlife. Doubles from £116, B&B
(ahilyabythesea.com).
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Hotellcon, Hong Kong

Why we ® it:It'samodernvision
of whatacity hotelshouldbe, andit
works. With a view-tasticspoton
HongKong'slocal-vibes Kowloonside,
this affordable Icon hotelis used for
hotel-industry experimentation by the
HongKongPolytechnic University's
School of Hospitality. Theresult?
Internet-enabled smartphones,
awet-market-inspiredrestaurant,
afreeshuttlebustoHongKong's metro
and Star Ferry, and fantasticabove-
and-beyondservice.Rooms are
business-like, plush and glass-walled
(mosthave free minibars, too), and
there areleafy livingwalls'inthe lobby,
while alfresco morning swims overlook
thatglinting skyline.It'snotjusta
bargain, butarefreshingly unstuffy
alternative to this city’s high-tea-
hawking palace hotels.
Editor’s tip: Late flight time? Book
directly onthe hotel website
andyou'llgetfreeaccesstothe
9th-floor lounge after check-out, for
accessto showers, snacks and soft
drinks. Doubles from £149,room-only
(hotel-icon.com).

Hotel Tjampuhan,

Ubud, Bali
Why we ® it: Bali's jungly culturalheart
has five-staraccommodationand
hippie hostelsin spades, but this
traditional hideaway has a spacious
retreatvibe atabrilliant price. A
one-timeroyalguesthouse, then
artists' retreat (the Primitivist painter
Walter Spies andHollywood's Charlie
Chaplinboth stayed), the hotel has tiers
of authentic cream-and-mahogany
bungalows, which shelvelikerice
paddies downto afreshwaterpool,
while alow-key spaandrestaurant
servesagrown-up crowd of chill-
seekers.Itstricklinglily ponds,
carved-stone spaandlittletemple
imitate the best of Bali, withno trace of
corporateintrusion.Bestof all,it'sjust
ashortwalktothe centre of Ubud, but
you're away frombackpacker chaos.
Editor’s tip: Power cuts are common
inBali,and this slopingresortis tricky
tonavigateinthe dark, so check
foryourroom’storchand candles
onarrival—youmightneedthem!
Doubles from £68,room-only
(tiampuhan-bali.com).

WORLDS BEST

Coco Bodu Hithi, Maldives

Why we ® it: [t's the ‘feelgood
one’ of the Maldives set —andthat
means everythingfromtop-notch
dinners and ahigh-glamour overwater
spatothe slightly comfy, worn-in
feelingthat's rare forthis region (no
worriesif you'reunderdressed or spill
your cocktail poolside atthis place).
Andthenthere’s the snorkelling:
in-house marine biologist Sonia
Valladares cantakeyououttoseea
staggering school of nurse sharks, vast
mantarays or curious hawksbill turtles,
amongthekaleidoscopic coraljust
offshore. Villasgouptoinsanely
Instagrammable affairs with sea
accessandplunge pools (book the
‘Residences’ overwater section for
sealed-off privacy), butwhenbooked
through atouroperator, beachvillas
startatlessthan£2,000 aweek,
includingflights.
Editor’s tip: The best sunrise views are
fromthe gourmet'Aqua’ restaurant
— officially closedinthe mornings, but
unofficially easy to wanderinto to watch
fromits woodendeck. Doubles from
£445,B&B (cococollection.com).
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BANGKOK
I

BANGKOK
PUBLISHING
RESIDENCE
Parthotel, part
museum, the
beautifully restored
building (pictured)
was once the offices
of Bangkok Weekly.

It's called ‘residence’

becauseit's meant
tobeyourhome,
notjustaplaceto
sleep.Books can
beborrowedand,
with pop-culture

artefacts, retro video

games and printing
paraphernalia, you'll
notgetbored.The
eightroomsare
spacious; and while

there'snopool, there

isarooftop hot tub.
Editor’s tip: For the
city’'sbestpad Thai,
trynearby Thip
Samai. Doubles

from£110,B&B

(bpresidence.com).

Wealsolove:

The Sukothai,
afive-starhaven
inthe city hubbub
(doubles from
£117,room-only;
sukhothai.com);
ShanghaiMansion,
aglam, but
affordable,
Chinatown pad
(doublesfrom
£42,room-only;
shanghaimansion.
com);andthe
corking colonialB&B
Old Capital Bike Inn
(oldcapitalbkk.com;
doubles from £74).




